
 
 
You’re applying for money from the ‘South West 
Enterprise Fund’  
 
 
We’ve created this document so you can see the questions you need to answer in our online 
form.  
 
Please contact us if you can't use the online form, or if you are unable to attach or don’t 
have any of the documents we ask for. We'll support you to make your application in 
another way if needed. It's usually best to email us on info@somersetcf.org.uk but you 
can also call on 01749 344949. 
 
You can use this document to plan and draft your answers if you want. But you still need to 
complete our online form, if you can.  
 
A lot of people told us they didn’t like having a fixed number of words to answer questions 
in our online form. To make this easier, we’ve removed word limit for each question. In 
most cases, a few hundred words will do. 
 
In the application form you must provide some basic information about yourself: 
 

• Your name 

• Your address and postcode 

• Your telephone number 

• Your email  

• Your date of birth 

• The name and address of your business  
 
We will use your answers to these questions to help check if you meet the criteria for the 
fund. 
 
We ask for a reference from a referee to support your application. A referee is a person who 
can tell us about your character or abilities and can confirm your circumstances. This might 
be a tutor, or someone who you have worked for.  You will need to ask your referee to 
complete a Reference Form and return it to us.  This form is available on the following page 
of our website https://www.somersetcf.org.uk/grantfunding/grants-individuals/south-
west-enterprise-grants and on the application form.  If you don’t have anyone like that to 
be your referee then please contact us.  You can still apply, and we will look at other ways to 
confirm your circumstances. 
 
 

 

 

https://www.somersetcf.org.uk/grantfunding/grants-individuals/south-west-enterprise-grants
https://www.somersetcf.org.uk/grantfunding/grants-individuals/south-west-enterprise-grants


In the application form you will have space to answer the following questions about 
yourself:- 
 
What qualifications (GCSEs and so on) and work experience do you have and how long 
have you been out of education, employment or training? 
You must answer this question. What you write will help us understand your current 
situation and to check whether you meet the criteria for the fund. You could start your 
answer like this: “I had a hard time at school and left with four GCSEs (English grade 4, 
Maths grade 5 etc.), then did an apprenticeship at college. Unfortunately, I couldn’t finish 
my apprenticeship and now…” If you don’t have many qualifications or work experience 
don’t worry, this won’t harm your application and we will take your background and 
situation into account. 
 
What work experience or training do you have that gives you the skills or business 
knowledge to help you succeed with your idea? 
You must answer this question. What you write will help us understand whether you already 
have the skills to run your business or whether this is something you might need more help 
with. You could start your answer like this: “I already have some work experience in the 
sector that my business will operate…” 
 
What would you do with the money if we gave it to you? 
You must answer this question. What you write will help us understand how well you would 
use this money, so you need to be clear about the different things you would buy and how 
much each would cost. You could start your answer like this: “I would use the money to 
purchase the stock I need to start, which is …” 
 
Do you live in a low income household, identify as coming from a minoritized community, 
or do you have disability? 
You don’t have to answer this question if none of these things describe you. If you do 
answer it, then what you write will help us understand your circumstances and any 
disadvantages you may have faced. You could start your answer like this: “I get Universal 
Credit and I will attach proof of this to my application…” 
 
Finally, the application form provides more space to answer some questions about your 
business. You can either answer these questions or attach a business plan that you have 
already prepared. The plan you attach should provide us with the information requested 
in the questions: 
 

• What is the name of your business? 

• Describe the products you make or sell, or the services you provide. 

• Who are your customers (for example, is your business intended for both businesses 
and consumers)? 

• How do you know your product or service is wanted or needed? If you have anything 
to show this, please feel free to attach it. 

• Who are your competitors (other businesses that offer a similar product or service to 
yours, to people who could be your potential customers)? 



• Describe how and where you plan to sell your product or service, and where you 
would advertise or promote your business. 

• How and why do you think your business will be successful? 

• List the items you need to buy (such as equipment, materials, stock and services) in 
order to get your business running. 

• List the items you will need to buy (such as equipment, materials, stock and services) 
in order to get your business running and how much they will cost. 

• How will your customers pay you? 

• What is the difference between the cost of your product or service and the price 
your customers will pay you for the product or service? 

• What do you estimate your monthly costs (expenses) will be? Explain your 
reasoning. 

• What do you estimate your monthly sales revenue will be? Explain your reasoning. 

• Do you have a business plan and/or financial forecast, or are you seeking help with 
this? 

• How much of your own time, money or other resources have you committed so far 
to your business? 

• Provide links to your business' website if you have one, social media pages and seller 
pages such as Etsy, Ebay, Facebook etc. 
 

If you have any questions please contact us by emailing info@somersetcf.org.uk or calling 
01749 344949. 
 
 


