
 

 

Social Investment Consultant Brief 

 

Time commitment Estimate average four days a month 
 

  
Location  Home-based with some office working at Somerset Community 

Foundation’s office near Shepton Mallet and travel around Somerset visiting 
applicants and investees 

 

The opportunity 

You have an opportunity to provide specialist support to one of the UK’s most innovative and 

dynamic community foundations helping to deliver our social investment programme, the Somerset 

Social Enterprise Fund (SSEF), and make a lasting difference to lives of people across Somerset.  

In particular you will work with local organisations to bring forward investable applications and 

provide advice to help manage our portfolio of social investments.  

In doing so you will help ensure the SSEF programme successfully helps organisations grow and 

become more sustainable and independent.  

 

About Somerset Community Foundation  

Somerset Community Foundation is an award-winning and Quality Accredited member of a growing 

national and international movement of Community Foundations. We were established sixteen 

years ago to promote philanthropy and fund local organisations making a difference throughout our 

county1.  

We want Somerset to be a county of vibrant, inclusive communities where charities, voluntary 

organisations and social enterprises thrive, transforming and enhancing the lives of the most 

disadvantaged people.  

Our role is to be the catalyst for inspirational philanthropy for Somerset, providing a simpler and 

more effective way for donors to make a lasting difference through community investment and 

leadership. 

Somerset is a wonderful county to grow up, live and work in. However, a significant minority, often 

hidden from view, face considerable challenges in their lives. We believe that philanthropy will have 

                                                           
1 We principally operate across Mendip, Sedgemoor, South Somerset, Taunton Deane and West Somerset and work closely 
with neighbouring Community Foundations across the South West 



an increasingly important role to play in reducing inequality and increasing access to opportunities 

for healthier and more fulfilling lives. We will build on our experience and expertise to help fulfil that 

potential. 

 

About the Role  

As someone with strong experience in working with commercial organisations or social enterprises, 

with a well-developed understanding of social impact, you will be critical to the success of the 

Somerset Social Enterprise Fund (SSEF) both in terms of deployment of new investments and the 

ongoing impact and performance of existing investments.    

The SSEF programme offers a blended social investment programme combining loans and grants for 

local voluntary, charitable and social enterprise (VCSE) organisations in Somerset seeking to grow 

and/or increase their sustainability and independence. It is particularly designed for small and start-

up organisations that would struggle to access social investments from other sources. 

Since its launch in 2015 over £700,000 of SSEF funding has been either awarded or agreed in 

principle to seventeen organisations. The average investment is made up of a loan of £25k and a 

grant of £12k.  Our goal is to ensure we award four to six new social investments a year.  

Organisations with promising propositions for social investment will be referred to you to help them  

develop their formal applications, including their business plans and financial forecasts, to SCF. You 

will also work with existing investees, as required, to help us manage our portfolio of social 

investments. 

Alongside this role we will appoint a dedicated part-time Programme Manager who will lead on 

promotion of the fund and initial assessments. They will refer organisations to you for detailed and 

specialist support.  Support will also be provided to you by the CEO.  

Please note there will be a separate brief issued in the coming weeks to support SCF’s delivery of the 

Enhance Social Enterprise programme which provides fully funded consultancy support on financial 

sustainability to social enterprises. 

 

Key Areas of Responsibility (with indicative time allocations): 

SSEF Business Development 

• Support promotion of the SSEF as requested, for example speaking at events 

10% 

Supporting Applicants to the SSEF  

• Provide specialist advice and support to applicants to ensure investable propositions with 

strong social impact are brought forward to SCF in a timely way, ensuring we maintain a 

sustainable deployment rate. This will include: 

o supporting the development of business and financial plan, and testing their 

underlying assumptions,  

o coaching applicants them to present to SCF’s committee,  

o providing SCF’s committee with independent advice on applications,  

o giving applicants feedback on behalf of the committee, and  



o helping to draft social investment agreements with agreed conditions. 

 

• Referring applicants to the Access Foundation Reach Fund ‘investment-readiness’ grants 

70% 

SSEF Portfolio Management 

• Provide specialist support to SSEF investees, as requested, particularly those facing 

difficulties. 

• Draft short reports to the SSEF Committee, the SCF Board and funders as requested by the 

CEO. 

20% 

 

Consultant Specification 

Skills, Knowledge, and Experience – essential unless otherwise stated 

• At least ten years’ experience of working with commercial organisations and/or social 

enterprises  

• Strong understanding of ‘not for profit’ business and governance models, including a strong 

appreciation of the value of social impact as part of the ‘bottom line’ 

• Ability to critically appraise business plans, budgets and financial forecasts, and organisational 

capacity and capability 

• Strong financial literacy 

• Excellent self-organisation, administrative and ICT skills 

• Strong interpersonal, networking and relationship-building skills  

• Effective and persuasive spoken, written and presentational communication skills  

 

Personal qualities and attributes 

• Personable, diplomatic, and confident with people from different backgrounds 

• Ability to critically appraise propositions and provide honest feedback tactfully 

• Empathy and understanding of the role of local charities, voluntary organisations and social 

enterprises, and the people they help 

• Understanding of priority social issues affecting Somerset communities  

• Motivational, flexible and collaborative team-player  

• Access to a car and a clean UK driving licence 

Somerset Community Foundation is an equal opportunities and living wage employer.  

To apply please send your tender, which may be a CV and accompanying statement including your 

daily rate, to Justin Sargent, Chief Executive, Somerset Community Foundation, Bath and West 



Showground, Shepton Mallet BA4 6QN or email justin.sargent@somersetcf.org.uk . Justin will be 

happy to speak with you before your submission, subject to finding a mutually convenient time,  

Your submission accompanying statement should be no longer than six sides of A4 setting out, with 

examples, how you meet the criteria set out above and your daily rate (inclusive of VAT). These will 

be developed and discussed with candidates invited to interview. 

Your application must be received by 5pm 6th September 2019. Interviews will be held within a 

fortnight of this date.  
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