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Would you like to make a difference in your community? 

Hinkley Point C Community Fund Awards Panel Member 

We’re looking for someone who understands from experience what help local people need 

during the building of the Hinkley Point C (HPC) power station.  

The HPC Community Fund has been awarding grants in Somerset since 2017. To date we 

have awarded over £4 million in grants to community organisations, ranging from £200 to 

£370,000.  

The Awards Panel, which makes the decisions about grants, includes members of the local 

community and we are currently looking for someone who lives in Sedgemoor and knows it 

well to join the group.   

You will help Somerset Community Foundation and our partners to award and monitor 

grants to community groups and organisations who are supporting communities impacted 

by the HPC project or who are helping people to access its opportunities.  To find out more 

about the fund, please visit: www.hpcfunds.co.uk.  

What would you do?  

The Awards Panel normally meet four times a year. These usually take place on a Thursday 

or Friday afternoon. They currently take place through video-conferencing, but pre-Covid 

we would meet in person, in or around Bridgwater.  

You may also be asked to sit on our Small Grants committee which considers grants of up to 

£5,000 every 6-8 weeks, or on our Monitoring committee, which oversees the monitoring 

for the grants we have awarded but which generally operates online, through email.  

As a member of the Awards Panel you will: 

• help the Panel to reach decisions on applications ranging from a few hundred 

pounds to over £100,000 

• support the monitoring processes by visiting projects (once Covid restrictions allow). 

http://www.hpcfunds.co.uk/
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We hope that our Independent panel members will serve on the Awards Panel for at least 

one term of three years (but no more than two three-year terms).  

What about your skills and experience?  

You do not have to have experience of sitting on committees or awarding grants. We will 

help you to understand how grant making works and can guide you through the processes 

whilst you are getting used to it. We want to help you to apply your experience, insights and 

knowledge to help us to reach sound decisions. 

It would be useful if you  

• understand and recognise both the strengths and challenges faced by communities 

in Bridgwater, and other parts of Somerset most impacted by the Hinkley Point C 

development  

• have had experience of working within a team or a group  

• are passionate about changing the world on your doorstep  

• are a good communicator.  

Please do not apply if you feel you cannot act independently or you are likely to have a 

significant conflict of interest. 

This position is voluntary and un-paid although we provide necessary expenses (e.g. for 

childcare or travel). 

We also positively encourage applications from suitably qualified and eligible candidates 

regardless of sex, race, disability, age, sexual orientation, gender reassignment, religion or 

belief, marital status, or pregnancy and maternity. 

We are committed to increasing opportunities for people with disabilities to contribute to 

their local community and will respond positively to meet individual needs throughout the 

recruitment process. 

How do I apply? 

In order to apply please send us your CV or an outline of your skills and experience to date 

and also a covering letter or email explaining why you wish to join the Awards Panel and 

how your experience and knowledge will help the group to make decisions. 
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Please either email your application to carolyn.phimister@somersetcf.org.uk  or post it to 

Carolyn Phimister, Somerset Community Foundation, Yeoman House, Bath and West 

Showground, Shepton Mallet BA4 6QN, to arrive by noon, Friday 29 January, 2021. 

Applications received after this deadline may not be considered.  

We will shortlist candidates by looking at your application against the criteria set out above 

and a small panel will be talking to possible candidates on Thursday 4 February using video 

conferencing (e.g Zoom). 

If you would like to talk to us to find out more then please contact Val Bishop, Programmes 

Director on val.bishop@somersetcf.org.uk or call 01749 344949 and leave a message, and 

she will get back to you as soon as she can.  
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