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THANK YOU™

The Somerset Fund is very special to us. Firstly, because the donations we receive from
supporters like you are flexible and can be used to get vital funding wherever it’s needed
across the county. And secondly, because we love being able to fund such wonderfully diverse
grassroots groups that make Somerset such a great place to live.

We’re passionate about funding the things communities themselves tell us they want and
need. The Fund’s small, versatile grants help us do just that.

It continues to be very tough for small, local charities to survive, but this report shines a light
on how your support is helping grassroots organisations make a real difference on your
doorstep. A small grant is often all that’s needed to get a great idea off the ground or keep a
crucial local group doing what they do best.

I’'m delighted to share that in the 7 years since we launched The Somerset Fund, we’ve
awarded £502,852 to 297 local groups, reaching every corner of Somerset. It’s only thanks to
you that we’ve reached this remarkable milestone and been able to make such a wide-

reaching impact in our communities together.

I hope you’ll enjoy reading the uplifting stories in this report that bring to life the importance
of giving locally and the difference your donation is making.

Thank you very much for your support.

Best wishes,



THE DIFFERENCE YOUR DONATIONS
HAVE MADE THIS YEAR

Thanks to your incredible generosity, in the last year we awarded £82,852 in grants to 40 local
groups and small grassroots charities across Somerset. For many of the groups we support,
even a small grant from The Somerset Fund can make a huge difference, enabling them to keep
going despite these uncertain times. On behalf of these small local groups and the people they
help across the county - thank you.

2024-25 AT A GLANGE*
£62,692 40

of grants made good causes funded

£2,0/1 29,679

average grant awarded local people supported

*These financial results are subject to auditor and Trustee approval as at April 2025
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COOKING UP
CONNECTION,
COMMUNITY

St George’s Church,
ilton (near Taunton

Reverend Nick Griffin tells us
how a Somerset Fund grant for
£2,500 to upgrade kitchen
equipment in St George’s
church hall in Wilton, near
Taunton, facilitates change -
and is about so much more than
just the food.

“We serve the whole community
here at St G’s - from the very
youngest to the very oldest.

The kitchen is key to everything
we do here. We have a daytime
soup project, which links up with
other projects too - so we host an
exercise class which could flow
directly into the soup lunch,
followed by a bereavement cafe,
for example. We also run a
community fridge, so people can
access that at the same time.

>

It’s more than just the food - but

. it’s the food that brings people

together.

! Every week our hall hosts a

daycentre for people with learning

s disabilities, 3 different exercise

classes, warm space cafes during
the winter months, Men’s Sheds,
AA support, all of the uniformed
organisations (Squirrels, Brownies,
Cubs, Beavers, Scouts and
Explorers), community education
programmes and financial support
workshops. We also host larger
scale community events, such as a
hog roast, mental health day and
barn dances.

All of the community groups here
use the kitchen in different ways,
and use food as a way to come
together. And so a working kitchen
is a significant and crucial part of
making community happen every
day.

The funding support we’ve
received means we can continue to
improve the infrastructure and the
community flow. A working

kitchen, with modern equipment,
also makes volunteering possible.
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I can’t emphasise enough how
making life a little bit easier for
our volunteers means we can
keep and recruit more
volunteers. Just a few 1,000
pounds facilitates many, many
hours of work that you’d never be
able to pay for.

Loneliness and isolation is the
number 1 reason why older
people experience poor mental
health - and it’s something we
can actually resolve. Human
beings need connection, they
need to speak with one another.
Communities thrive when they
come together, and that’s what
we facilitate here - it’s our goal.
And relatively small amounts of
money, like the Somerset Fund
grant, helps to make this
possible.”




SOMERSET YOUTH THEATRE:

Somerset Youth Theatre, 5
Burnham-on-Sea and nghbridge i

We spoke to Selina Keedwell,
Artistic Director at Somerset
Youth Theatre, about how a
Somerset Fund grant for £2,439
helped support their work in
Burnham-on-Sea and Highbridge.

“We work with children and young
people across the whole of Somerset
through 4 key delivery strands:

« Regular, accessible and inclusive
weekly youth theatres.

« Holiday activities (Play in a
Week).

» Targeted work for those with
mental health and other
challenges.

+ Professional training and
development for those who work
with children and young people.

We’re a neuro-affirming space and
we offer packs that support sensory
needs. They contain things like
fidget toys, ear-defenders, weighted
blankets - and we look at things like
lighting and room acoustics and have
support assistants who

deliver one-to-one support. It’s
challenging, but it’s working - and
it means the young people feel
validated and heard.

We take our work out on the
street, into the villages and church
halls - wherever life happens,
basically. Somerset is a diverse
county, and there’s so much
heritage here. Theatre is
storytelling — and we all have a
story to tell. So for us, it’s about
working with the young people to
be creative and share their stories
and heritage. We want to open
theatre up to young people so they
can explore their place in the
world.

We’ve grown from a very
passionate response to young
people’s needs, to a growing
organisation, responding to young
communities. We understand that
not everyone is in the same
financial position. So we offer
families pay what you can places,
as well as fully-funded places for
those in receipt of free school

meals, or who have special
educational needs, or those with
EHCPs. We are passionate about
breaking down barriers and
levelling access to the arts. We
would never turn any young
person away due to cost or access.
Food and drink is an important
element of what we offer, too.
We’re still seeing food poverty in
Somerset - working parents are
struggling to make ends meet.

We reach 200 young people a
week and love seeing the
transformation from when they
first nervously enter the room to
the end of the session where
they’re running around or eating
together. You can feel the energy
in the room - it’s joyous.

The grant has not only unlocked
vital support but also opened
doors to new funding
opportunities, ensuring we can
continue making a positive impact
on the lives of local young people.
We’re incredibly grateful for the
support we’ve received.”



GLASTONBURY (WYRALL PARK) BOWLS:

WELL-LOVED
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We spoke to Michael Foot,
trustee at Glastonbury (Wyrall
Park) Bowls. He explains how
they’re improving their changing
facilities for both members and
visiting clubs, thanks to a
Somerset Fund grant for £2,500.

“Our club is a member of Bowls
England, the governing body for the
sport, and also of the Somerset
Bowls Association, which organises
various leagues and competitions
run for men, ladies and mixed teams
and individuals. Recently, Bowls
England have been doing a bit of a
promotion around the sport, and
we’re hosting a couple of open days
this year, where anyone can come
along and try it.

It’s not just competitive bowls.
Some of our members come along
simply to have a game and take part;
it’s as much about socialising,
meeting and connecting with
others, and being part of something,

Glastonbury (Wyrall Park) Bowls

as it is the sport itself. It’s a very
pleasant, gentle open-air sport,
out in the sun - sometimes! And
we’ve got one of the nicest greens
around, really. It’s also a very
affordable sport, when you
compare it to something like golf,
for example.

We also host and entertain
touring teams that come from

other counties. They’ll turnup in a

coach and we put on food and

drink, and have a game. It’s a very

sociable pastime.

The grant from Somerset
Community Foundation is to
improve our guest changing
facilities for our visiting teams.
We’ve been offered the use of a
room in the Leisure Centre next

door, but it’s currently a bare shell

and needs considerable work to
get it up to scratch. Our plan is to
re-plaster the walls, replace the
ceiling panels, add changing
benches and put in new flooring.
The grant has made life so much
easier - we wouldn’t have been

able to afford to do this without it.

Our membership fees cover the
basics such as rent, electricity and
ground maintenance. But this
extra funding has meant we can
get on with making
improvements, which will benefit
everyone.”



THE BALSAM CENTRE:

NURTURING
CONNECTION

AND COMMUNITY §
IN WINCANTON

The Balsam Centre
Wincanton

We spoke to Suzanne Bell and
Izzie Koch, project workers at
The Balsam Centre in
Wincanton, about how a
Somerset Fund grant for £2,500
has helped to create a weekend
haven where families flourish,
connections deepen, and no one
is left behind.

“By opening on Saturdays from
10am-2pm, we’ve extended the
reach of the centre into the local
community. It’s part of our Good
Stuff project, which aims to
increase community activity, bring
people together to reduce loneliness
and isolation, and support those
who are on low incomes and
struggling with the cost of living.

The grant from The Somerset Fund
supports our Saturday staffing
costs, alongside art and craft
materials, games equipment, and
subsidised refreshments in our
community café, where we offer
low-cost butties and hot drinks and
free fruit for children.

Our Saturday activities are open
to everyone, but particularly
families on low incomes with
school-age children, many of
whom are often unable to access
our services during the week.

A lot of the families we see on a
Saturday wouldn’t go out at all at
the weekend if they couldn’t come
to us. A family day out is
expensive, and simply not an
option for a lot of the people who
come here.

People who have children with
additional needs know we’re
accepting and we understand.
They see us as a safe space - and
an affordable space. They can
come here as a family and know
there’ll be no judgement.

We’d love to be able to put on
more of our larger events, offering
free play days for all. We already
put on a few all-day events across
the year, like Pride Day, and
Easter and Christmas events, and
we’d like to do more - and on a
bigger scale - to really pull in the
whole community.

There’s a Mum who brings her
autistic, ADHD, neurodiverse son
here each week on a Saturday. He
gets to play with other children,
while she has a chance to chat
with other adults here. Since she
first started coming, she’s
accessed a lot of the other groups
here at Balsam, that she wasn’t
previously aware of. She comes to
our weekly Chat Café, and our
Parent Carers Group, which is a
monthly meeting for parents and
carers of children with Special
Educational Needs - which has
offered her further signposting.

And it all started because we got
funding to open on Saturday
mornings. It’s been absolutely life-
changing for her.”




OUR WONDERFUL SUPPORTERS

We're particularly grateful to Somerset Council who partner with
us and provide 50% matched funding for every donation received
for The Somerset Fund.

This generous gift means our supporters make an even bigger Somerset
impact in our communities. Council
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JOIN OUR COMMUNITY OF SUPPORTERS

We're also hugely grateful to our other individual donors and organisations who wish to remain
anonymous. Thank you for helping support the unsung heroes here in Somerset who give their
time, talent and expertise to build strong communities where everyone can thrive.

We rely on the generosity of people across the county to donate or raise money for The
Somerset Fund to help more amazing grassroots organisations respond to need within their
communities. If you’ve been inspired by the stories shared in this impact report, we hope you
will consider supporting The Somerset Fund over the coming year.

By giving together with others, you’ll be joining our community of generous people who want
to change the world on their doorstep. Your gift will help small, local charities change lives at a
time when their support is more needed than ever.

CONTACT US:

Let’s make Somerset better together — whether you’re a business or individual.
Find out more about The Somerset Fund.

Fiona Foster — Senior Philanthropy Manager, Somerset Community Foundation
Yeoman House | The Bath & West Showground | Shepton Mallet | Somerset BA4 6QN

T: 01749 344949 | 07403 485348 | E: fiona.foster@somersetcf.org.uk
W: somersetcf.org.uk/thesomersetfund
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GRANTS MADE IN 2024-25

1st Watchet Sea Scout Group

Arts Taunton

Ashill Parish Council

Bridgwater and Albion Rugby
Football Club

Curry Mallet & Beercrocombe
Village Hall

Diversity Voice

Fabula Arts

Friends of Hatch Beauchamp
School

Friends of South Petherton
Library

Geranium Trust

Glastonbury (Wyrral Park)
Bowls

Growing Space

In the Mix Youth Project

Knights Templar School and
Community Association

Long Sutton Village Hall

North Curry Music Festival

North Taunton Partnership

Octagon Theatre

OpenStoryTellers

OSR Projects Art & Culture CIC

£2,500

£2,500

£1,400

£2,000

£2,500

£2,500

£500

£750

£1,000

£2,500

£2,500

£2,500

£2,250

£2,500

£2,500

£2,500

£2,300

£2,500

£2,495

£2,480

Construct a storage/changing facility and purchase equipment for
activities

Staffing and venue costs to run a youth board and deliver public
festival events

Pay for marquee to hold a VE day beacon event involving village
groups

Replacement seating for a community sports club in Bridgwater

Installation of solar panels on village hall to improve sustainability
of the community space

Contribution towards a Taunton group to combat discrimination

Run a Shakespeare Summer School for children/young people in
rural Somerset

Theatre company performance costs for community event

Books for disadvantaged children attending Yeovil storytelling
event

Core costs of providing community events to reduce isolation in
Stoford, Yeovil

Improvements to changing facilities for club members

Core costs of running Social & Therapeutic gardening groups

Contribution towards a youth project developing employability
and life skills in Wiveliscombe

Refurbishing a community swimming pool in Watchet

Improvements to sports changing facilities

A contribution towards a community music festival

Contribution towards running costs of new community groups at
a Taunton community hub

Contribution towards Play Day events in South Somerset

Contribution towards outdoor workshops for people with learning
disabilities in Frome

Supporting the social/mental wellbeing of the local community
through Pottery and Ceramics




Parochial Church Council of
Lydford on Fosse

Pawlett Village Hall

Porlock Vale CIC

Shepton Mallet Arts & Culture
CIC

Shepton Mallet Snowdrop
Project CIC

Somerset Youth Theatre CIC

Somerton Music and Arts
Festival

St George’s Wilton Taunton

State of Trust

Stoke St Gregory Recreation and
Playing Field

Sustainable Frome

TASCC - Taunton Adventurous
Sports & Canoe Club

Taunton Pride

The Balsam Centre

The Charltons Community
Centre Trust

The Thomas Poole Library
Nether Stowey

The Village Hall Edington

Windrose Rural Media Trust

Words in Watchet

Yeovil Badminton Club

Improving a community car park including a new disabled parking
space

Contribution towards community events in Pawlett

Contribution towards events for the re-opening of a west
Somerset community information centre

Contribution towards a children’s art project in Shepton Mallet

Produce a film for the annual Snowdrop Festival created by local
children and older adults

Support for SEND children to take part in community youth
theatre groups across Somerset

Core costs towards sustaining an important local community
event

Contribution to new kitchen equipment in a church community
hub near Taunton

A community celebration event to mark Black History Month in
Taunton

A new play space to improve the physical and mental wellbeing of
the local community

Admin costs towards Frome’s Transition Streets Community
Development Project

Core costs to continue operating from French Weir Park,
Taunton

Contribution towards LGBTQ+ acts and performers for Taunton
Pride

Contribution towards extending opening hours of a community
wellbeing hub in Wincanton

Installing a ramp and handrail to enable accessible entry for all

centre users

Contribution to core costs for a community venue in Nether
Stowey

Tables for infants to use at the village hall

Contribution towards performer costs at a multi-cultural music
event in Yeovil

Contribution towards children’s workshops in a literary festival

Contribution towards running costs of a badminton club for girls




